The Disaster Information Management Research Center (DIMRC) develops and provides access to health information resources and technology for disaster preparedness, response, and recovery. DIMRC focuses on maintaining access to health information at all phases of disasters, developing innovative products and services for emergency personnel, conducting research to support disaster health information management, and collaborating with other agencies and communities. Several tools are available to help emergency responders in hazardous materials or chemical, biological, radiological, or nuclear incidents. Access to the literature is made available through PubMed and the Resource Guide for Disaster Medicine and Public Health, with links to online documents and resources from numerous organizations and government agencies. In addition, DIMRC supports the Disaster Information Specialist Program, a collaborative effort to explore and promote the role of librarians and information specialists in the provision of disaster-related information resources to the workforce and communities.
The National Library of Medicine (NLM), in Bethesda, MD, USA, is part of the National Institutes of Health. NLM has been a center of information innovation since it's founding in 1836. The NLM is the world's largest biomedical library that maintains and makes available a vast print collection and produces electronic information resources on a wide range of topics that are searched billions of times each year by millions of people around the globe. NLM supports and conducts research, development, and training in biomedical informatics and health information technology and coordinates a 6,000-member National Network of Libraries of Medicine that promotes and provides access to health information in communities across the United States.
National Library of Medicine specific coverage of disaster information dates from the late 70s, when disaster planning and relief were recognized as medical subject headings (1) terms. (MeSH). NLM increased its involvement in disaster management by providing bibliographic services in Central America following Hurricane Mitch (1998) and by increasing and referencing disaster topics in MEDLINE. The information gap in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina provided the trigger for a strengthening of NLM's mandate in this field and allowing the institution to apply domestically the experience gained in the establishment of Central American Network for Disaster and Health Information (2), or CANDHI.
The term "disaster" covers events of many types: natural disasters, technological disasters, and acts of violence ( Table 1) . It is universally recognized that information and communication are key components in all aspects of disaster management. For example, the importance of information is emphasized in government publications such as the Emergency Support Function (ESF) #8 (3) and the Pandemic and All Hazards Preparedness Act emphasize (4) (PAHPA).
No single US Government agency is missioned specifically to collect, organize, provide, and communicate disaster health information. NLM responded to Congress (5, 6) for that need in 2008 by creating a Disaster Information Management Research Center (DIMRC). As part of NLM's Specialized Information Services (SIS) Division, DIMRC coordinates all of NLM disaster-related activities and is tasked with the collection, organization, and dissemination of health information resources and informatics research related to disasters of deliberate, natural, or accidental origin.
Examples of DIMRC activities include:
Disaster Literature Initiative 1 o The Resource Guide for Disaster Medicine and Public Health is a gateway to freely available online resources related to disaster medicine and public health with links to over 3,000 publications, expert guidelines, reports, websites, and fact sheets, research reports, articles, and other tools aimed at the public health community. o Enviro-Health Links series with a dozen guides on disaster topics for health professionals o MedlinePlus has nearly 40 subject pages on all-hazards topics for the public, in English and Spanish o PubMed has more than 40,000 medical journal articles on disaster topics from 5,000 journals, including 20+ journals exclusively on disaster and emergency medicine o Disaster apps and mobile optimized web pages 2 o Emergency Access Initiative (EAI) provides temporary free access to full text articles from major biomedicine titles to 
